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AND YOU AND ALL LIVING CREATURES OF EVERY KIND. NEVER AGAIN WILL THE WATERS

BECOME A FLOOD TO DESTROY ALL LIFE.
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It once happened that a pious man gave a denarius to a a bagger on the new year eve in
the time of drought. His wife upbraided him so he went and spent the night in the cemetery.
He heard two spirits conversing. One said to the other come friend let us wonder in the world
and hear behind the curtain, what visitation is to befall the world. The other spirit replied |
cannot because | am buried in a matting of reeds. But do you go and report me what you
hear. She went and having wandered about, returned. The other asked, what did you hear
friend, behind the curtain? She replied | heard that if one sows in the first rainfall the hail will
smite it. This man there upon went and sowed in the second rainfall. The hail destroyed
everybody’s crops but not his. The following year he spent the new year’s night in the
cemetery, and heard the same two spirits conversing. One said to the other come let us
wonder in the world and hear behind the curtain what visitation is to befall the World? The
spirit replied have | not told you friend that | cannot because | am buried in a matting of the
reeds? But do you go and come and tell me what you hear? She went and wandered about
and returned the other spirit asked what did you hear behind the curtain that if one sows the
second rainfall it be smitten by the blast. This man went and sowed the first rainfall. What

everybody else sowed was smitten by the blast, but not his. His wife asked him, how is that

Order Zeraim, Berachoth 18b*
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last year every bodies crop was destroyed by hail, but not yours and this year everybody’s

crop is blasted except yours? He told her the whole story3
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* Everyman’s Talmud by Abraham Cohen, Schoken Publishers, 1995, pg 284-285
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Zeiri left a some of money incharge of his land lady. During the time he went to the school
of his master and returned, she died. He followed her to the cemetery and asked her where
is the money? She replied go and take it from beneath the door’s socket in such and such
place and tell my mother to send my comb and tube of eye paint through so-and-so who

will arrive here tomorrow®.
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The father of Samuel was entrusted with some money belonging to orphans at the time he
passed away, Samuel was not with him. People called after him, son of consumer of the
orphans’ money. He went after his father to the cemetery and said to them, | want Abba.
They replied there are many of that name here. He said to them, | want Abba, the father of
Samuel where is he? They answered he has gone up to the heavenly seminary where the
Torah is studied. In the meantime he noticed a former colleague named Lev, who was seated
a part. He asked him, why do you sit a part? Why have you not gone up to the heavenly
seminary? He replied | was told, the number of years you did not attend the seminary of R.

Aphes, and caused him grief on that account, he will not permit you ascend to the heavenly

Everyman’s Talmud by Abraham Cohen, Schoken Publishers, 1995, pg 286*
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seminary. In the meanwhile his father arrived and Samuel noticed that he wept and laughed.
He said to him why do you weep? He answered because you will soon come here. And why
do you laugh? Because you are very highly esteemed, let them allow Levi to enter and they
permitted him to enter. He asked his father, where is the orphans money? He replied go and
take it from the enclosure of the mill. The upper and lower sums of money belong to us. The
middle sum belongs to the orphans. He asked his father why did you act in this manner. He
replied should thieves come to steal they would steal ours. Should the earth destroy, it would

destroy ours’.
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Everyman’s Talmud by Abraham Cohen, Schoken Publishers, 1995, pg 286-287°
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A tradition exist to the effect that the sufferers in Gehinnom enjoyed a respite every
Sabbath. It is mentioned in a dialogue between the Roman governor, Tineius Rufus and R.
Akiba®. The Roman asked, how is the Sabbath different from any other day? The Rabbi
retorted, how are you a Roman official different from any other man? Rufus said the
Emperor was pleased to honour me; and Akiba replied: Similarly the Holy One the blessed
be He, was pleased to honour the Sabbath. How can you How can you prove that to me?
Behold the river Sabbatyon carries stones as it flows all the days of the week but it rests
on Sabbath. To a distant place you lead me! Akiba said, Behold a necromancer can prove
it because the dead ascend all the days of the week but not on Sabbath. You can test my
statement by your father. Later on Rufus had occasion to call up his father’s spirit. It
ascended everyday of the week but not on Sabbath. On Sunday he caused him to ascend
and asked, have you become a Jew since your death? Why did you come up every day of
the week but on the Saturday? He replied Whoever does not observed the Sabbath with

you on Earth does so voluntarily, but here he is compelled to keep the Sabbath.”.

 R. Akiva (d. 135 AD)
7 Everyman’s Talmud by Abraham Cohen, Schoken Publishers, 1995, pg 382
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Who wishes to perceive their footprints should take sifted ashes and sprinkle them around
his bed. In a morning he will see something resembling the footprints of cock. Who wishes
to see them should take ..... Roast it in fire, pulverize it then fill his eyes with it and he will

see them.. rabbi did that.. °.
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* Order Zeraim, Berachoth, 69
° Everyman’s Talmud by Abraham Cohen, Schoken Publishers, 1995, pg 262
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